SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO 
RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

TITLE

RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT (RPC)
RULE 1.0B Additional Washington Terminology


(a) [Unchanged.]

(b) “Legal practitioner” denotes a lawyer or a limited license legal technician licensed under APR 28.


(c) “Limited License Legal Technician” or “LLLT” denotes a person qualified by education, training, and work experience who is authorized to engage in the limited practice of law in approved practice areas of law as specified by APR 28 and related regulations.  The LLLT does not represent the client in court proceedings or negotiations, but provides limited legal assistance as set forth in APR 28 to a pro se client.
(d)-(e) [Unchanged.]
Washington Comments

[1]-[2] [Unchanged.]
[3] LLLTs are authorized to engage in the limited practice of law in explicitly defined areas.  Unlike a lawyer, an LLLT may perform only limited services for a client.  See APR 28(F), (H).  A lawyer who interacts with an LLLT about the subject matter of that LLLT’s representation or who interacts with an otherwise pro se client represented by an LLLT should be aware of the scope of the LLLT’s license and the ethical obligations imposed on an LLLT by the LLLT RPC.  See APR 28(F)-(H); Appendix APR 28 Regulation 2 and related regulations; LLLT RPC 1.2, 1.5, 4.2, 4.3.  See also RPC 5.10.
RULE 1.17 Sale of Law Practice

(a)-(d) [Unchanged.]
Comment

[1]-[18] [Unchanged.]

[19] An LLLT is not authorized to purchase a law practice that requires provision of legal services outside the scope of the LLLT’s practice.  See APR 28(F)-(H); Appendix APR 28 Regulation 2.  Consequently, There are some restrictions on a lawyer’s ability to sell a law practice to an LLLT when the legal services provided are outside the scope of the LLLT’s practice. As such, a lawyer may not participate in or facilitate such a sale that is in violation of LLLT RPC 1.17.  See LLLT RPC 1.17 cmt. [2]; RPC 8.4(f)(2).
RULE 4.3 Dealing With Person Not Represented by a Lawyer
[Unchanged.]

Comment

[1]-[2] [Unchanged.]
Additional Washington Comments

[1]-[4] [Unchanged.]

[5] For purposes of this Rule, a person who is assisted by an LLLT is not represented by a lawyer and is an unrepresented person. See APR 28(B)(4).  


[6] When a lawyer communicates with an LLLT who represents an opposing party about the subject of the representation, the lawyer should be guided by an understanding of the limitations imposed on the LLLT by APR 28, related RegulationsH(6) (an LLLT shall not “negotiate the client's legal rights or responsibilities, or communicate with another person the client's position or convey to the client the position of another party”) and the LLLT RPC.  The lawyer should further take care not to overreach or intrude into privileged information.  APR 28(K)(3) (“The Washington law of attorney-client privilege and law of a lawyer's fiduciary responsibility to the client shall apply to the Limited License Legal Technician-client relationship to the same extent as it would apply to an attorney-client relationship”).
RULE 5.8 Misconduct Involving Lawyers and LLLTs Not Actively Licensed to Practice Law

(a)-(b) [Unchanged.]
Comment
[Unchanged.]
 [2] The prohibitions in paragraph (b) of this Rule apply to suspensions, revocations, and voluntary cancellations in lieu of discipline under the disciplinary procedural rules applicable to LLLTs. See Rules for Enforcement of Limited License Legal Technician LLLT Rules for Enforcement of Conduct (RECELLLTC).
RULE 8.1 Bar Admission and Disciplinary Matters


An applicant for admission to the Bar, or a lawyer in connection with an application for reinstatement or admission to the Bar or a disciplinary matter involving a legal practitioner bar admission, reinstatement application, or LLLT limited licensure, or in connection with a lawyer or LLLT disciplinary matter, shall not:

(a)-(b) [Unchanged.]
Comment

[Unchanged.][image: image1.png]
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